
8  

Shared with you in Christian love 

A fixer-upper 
 

Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house.  

At first, perhaps, you can understand what he is doing. He’s getting the 

drains right and stopping the leaks in the roof and so on; you knew that 

those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised. But presently he 

starts knocking the house about in a way that hurts abominably and does 

not seem to make any sense. What on earth is he up to?  

The explanation is that he is building quite 

a different house from the one you thought  

of—throwing out a new wing here, putting 

on an extra floor there, running up towers, 

making courtyards. You thought you were 

being made into a decent little cottage: but 

he is building a palace. He intends to come 

and live in it himself.  

C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 
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Articles and information for  
the November edition of this  

newsletter are accepted in the 
church office through 9:00AM,  
Monday, October 26, 2020.  
 

Early submissions  
are joyfully accepted. 

 

Submitted information will be  
edited for clarity, accuracy,  

and length.  

The MESSENGER   
October 2020 

Our recent, beautiful weather with mild temperatures has been a 

blessing as our members and friends have continued to worship 

on September Sundays outside on the front lawn. An exception 

occurred on September 13 when threatening rain activated a 

game-time change of locations to the Church House. 
 

Inevitably lower temperatures will arrive as surely as the leaves 

will change color. Rev Lang, Session, and Staff are taking  

measured and very deliberate steps now, forging the plans which 

will guide us back into the Sanctuary in the most responsible way. 

Please watch for updates and details in the coming weeks. 
 

World Communion Sunday on October 4 may have already  

happened by the time you are reading this newsletter. It held  

special significance for us as it was the first celebration of the  

sacrament since early March. Emily Johnson again graced us  

with her lovely flute performance. For those who did not attend 

on the 4
th
, please rest assured that we have adopted a wholly  

individual communion practice which eliminates the customary 

serving and close contact sharing of the elements. We will  

continue to follow this safe practice, using these small, but  

exceedingly clever individual chalices until we are in agreement 

that the threat of the pandemic is finally in our past. 
 

With the return to the 10:30AM Sunday worship schedule comes 

an exciting expansion of our vocal musicians. Our choir director, 

Kate, is joined by soprano, Megan, and tenor, Logan. This trio 

will both record music for our web site and sing for us on  

Sundays. Amy D continues to coordinate their talents with  

her own, assuring us inspiring results. While the choir and the  

congregation are not able to join in sacred singing at this time, it  

is vital for us to be able to be lifted up by these beautiful voices 

and Amy’s fine musicianship. You will not be disappointed! 
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For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm 

therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 

slavery. Galatians 5:1 (English Standard  

Version)  
 

The Protestant Reformation of the Sixteenth 

Century is often dated to October 31, 1517 

when an obscure Augustinian monk, the now 

much celebrated Martin Luther, nailed his 95 

Theses to the door of the castle church in  

Wittenberg, Germany. He wasn’t aiming to  

establish a new denomination or religious  

order. However, in God’s Providence, events 

took a different direction, and Protestantism,  

as a way of being Christian, was brought to birth 

by Luther’s call to debate. 
 

There were certainly church reformers before 

Wittenberg. There had been a great many  

reformers in the life of the church centuries and 

decades prior to 1517. However, a confluence 

of events – the renaissance, printing press, rising 

literacy, and the development of nation states – 

all played a part in the Reformation of the 

1500’s. 
 

The Reformation’s thematic watchwords were 

faith alone, grace alone, scripture alone, to  

God alone be the glory. The competency of the 

individual to go to the scriptures and encounter 

the God who meets humanity in Jesus Christ 

was a foundational conception for those early  

Protestants (2 Timothy 2:15). No church or 

priest could serve as mediator or middleman 

between the believer and God. Those early 

Protestants were persuaded that ‘Jesus alone is 

mediator between God and human beings’  

(1 Timothy 2:5). Doctrines, dogmas, and prac-

tices without scriptural warrant were rejected.  
 

In the Reformed or Calvinist stream of the 

Protestant tradition, liberty of conscience  

became important in both theory and practice. 

It was observed: “We need not think alike to 

love alike.” 
 

Our Book of Order, in the Presbyterian 

Church (USA), acknowledges this value for  

the church: “That ‘God alone is Lord of the 

conscience, and hath left it free from the  

doctrines and commandments of men which 

are in anything contrary to his Word, or beside 

it, in matters of faith or worship.’ (F-3.01) 
 

The New Testaments highlights the notion that 

there is an essential integrity to each person’s  

private convictions and beliefs, and room for 

honest differences of opinion. 
 

Who are you to pass judgment on the servant 

of another? It is before his own master that he 

stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the 

Lord is able to make him stand. One person 

esteems one day as better than another, while 

another esteems all days alike. Each one should 

be fully convinced in his own mind.  

Romans 14:4-5 ESV 
 

For I am not aware of anything against myself, 

but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord 

who judges me. 1 Corinthians 4:4 ESV 
 

Reformation Day can remind us of our valuable  

religious heritage. May God grant that we  

effectively share a hearty and abiding respect  

for the right of private judgment and liberty of 

conscience with emerging generations. 

 From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

A Reformation Day Rumination 
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Men’s Lunch  
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newsletter  
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 (Meritage) 
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6:30pm -  

Ensemble  
        Rehearsal 

30 31 

This calendar is a living document subject to frequent  
changes. Check the website (firstpresbyterianglendale.org)  

for the most accurate calendar.  
Please call the church office with calendar updates. 
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Learning from autumn leaves 
 

Every fall, I marvel at the beautiful leaves,  

studying the intricate shapes and God’s creative, 

colorful displays. Despite its deterioration, the 

foliage reveals splendor—mere months after 

bursting out in spring and providing summer 

shade.  
 

I often think I’m like an autumn leaf. Through 

many seasons, God has transformed me from a 

self-absorbed person to one who trusts his 

steadfast promises. Winter is approaching for 

me too. Yet the Holy Spirit keeps molding me 

to reflect God’s goodness and beauty. During 

the autumn of my life, I pray that God helps me 

embrace changing seasons while reflecting his 

love and light to all.  

MaryAnn Sundby 

This farming implement is mentioned frequently in the Bible, 

often in verses about the harvest. Plowing symbolizes preparing 

the heart to receive God’s truth, or the “seed” of God’s word. 

The plow also represents commitment: Jesus says, “No one who 

puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the 

kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62, NIV). The prophet Elisha burns 

his plow to show his commitment to answer God’s call  

(see I Kings 19:21).  

Advice from a pumpkin 
 

Be well-rounded.  

Get plenty of sunshine.  

Give thanks for life’s bounty.  

Have a thick skin.  

Keep growing.  

Be outstanding in your field.  

Think big!  

                                  Ilan Shamir 

Just show up!  
 

In A Million Little Ways (Revell), Emily Free-

man says in order for Christians to “show up as 

you are with what you’ve been given,” we must 

confront these statements:  
 

- I’m not cut out for this.  

- Someone else can do it better.  

- People might not like it.  

- I have nothing to offer.  

- I hate my calling.  

- It’s a waste of time.  

- It’s too much work.  

- Who do you think you are?  
 

“A million loud voices … keep us from the  

million little ways (Jesus) wants to show up 

through us to the world,” Freeman writes.  
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The Deacons offer prayer, companionship, 

rides, or meals, but don’t always know where 

care is needed. If you know of a need (your 

own or another’s), call the church office or  

any of our Deacons: Susan A, Susan G, Jane J,  

Sonya K, Susy S (Moderator) 

 

In our thoughts and prayers …  

 Westi B 

 Pam C  

 William B 

 Dottie and Howard E 

 Sonya K 

 Jackie O 

 military and law enforcement personnel 

We extend our sympathies to the family of  

Eloise M 

who died July 18, 2020.  

Thanks to everyone who has made a pledge. 

We currently stand at 18 pledges totaling just 

over $116,000. We still have a ways to go to  

get to the budgeted amount of $140,000. As  

we get closer to the end of the year, if your tax 

situation is one where you need to do some-

thing with your stocks or bonds, please consider 

including FPCG in your plans.  

Many thanks,  

Matt 
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In lieu of our October monthly food offering, 

we will accept food and band-a-buck donations 

beginning Sunday, October 1 through our Fill 

the Glendale Village Square with Food event on 

Saturday, October 10. (Cosco donated $60 in 

gift cards to get us started!) Thanks for your 

usual attention to these important Mission 

events.  

 
Christ Church Glendale and FPCG have made 

the joint decision to cancel the October blood 

drive. We encourage all who wish to donate to 

visit a local Hoxworth center where they are 

better able to meet Covid-19 mandates.  

 
September Food Offering 

 

Forty-one pounds of food and personal care 

items was delivered to Valley Interfaith  

Community Resource Center. In addition, 

$105.00 was received in Band-a-Buck  

donations.  
 

Thank you, everyone, for helping to feed and 

care for our neighbors in need.  

 

Glendale Directory update 
 

As of August 30, proceeds from Directory sales  

are $1,736.54. All proceeds go to the Mission  

committee so they may continue their good 

works in the community and beyond.  

Fill the Glendale Village Square with 

Food—Again! 
Saturday, October 10; 8am-2pm 

 

Our June event was so successful that we  

decided to do it again, this time in memory  

of Sylvia and Tom Allen.  

(You may recall that we canceled the fall Golf 

Outing, a fund raising opportunity to provide 

resources to our neighbors in need.) 
 

Canned goods (fruit, 

vegetables, soup,  

tuna, chicken, peanut 

butter, jelly...), boxed 

goods cereals, pasta, 

mac-n-cheese,  

crackers, rice, noodles...), personal hygiene 

(bath soap, shampoo, 

toothbrush,  

toothpaste, deodorant,  

shaving cream...), 

household cleaning 

(dish detergent,  

laundry detergent, floor cleaner…), will be  

gratefully accepted. Cash and checks (made 

payable to First Presbyterian Church Glendale) 

are welcome too!  
 

As we accept your food and monetary  

donations, we will be wearing masks, 

using hand sanitizer, and respecting  

social distancing by having a group  

of enthusiastic helpers ready, willing, 

and able to accept your drive-through 

donations. Find your way to the Square, 

open your trunk, and we will do the 

rest!  
 

Your donations and funds will be shared with 

Valley Interfaith Community Resource Center, 

Princeton Closet, Andy Caress Melanoma 

Know More, and the William Breidenstein 

Foundation. 
 

The need is greater than ever.  

Thank you for your donation!  
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It’s Skyline Time! 
 

All men are invited to join the Men’s Group  

for lunch at Skyline on Springfield Pike in 

Woodlawn on Wednesday, October 14. 

Lunch begins at 12:30p.                                      

the many, many hours he has spent  

planning to Fill the Glendale Village  

Square with Food and other  

fundraising events such as Golf 

Outings, Pancake Breakfasts, 

monthly Food Offerings, and 

Men’s Lunches.                         
 

To be sure you have a seat at the 

dinner table, please call the church 

office to RSVP.  
 

Your RSVP must be received by 

10:00AM Tuesday, October 20.  

We’re thrilled to gather for a shared meal for the 

first time since Covid-19 impacted our lives. Mark 

your calendar for dinner at the Meritage 

6:00PM, Tuesday, October 27.  
 

We’ll have the entire second floor to  

ourselves. Seating will not be communal  

and is limited to 50 guests to ensure social 

distancing.  
 

Dave C will be our guest of honor as we 

express our thanks and appreciation for the many 

Fellowship Dinners he has coordinated: and for 

We’re having a Fellowship Dinner! 
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Shared with you in Christian love 

A fixer-upper 
 

Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house.  
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The explanation is that he is building quite 
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being made into a decent little cottage: but 
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Our recent, beautiful weather with mild temperatures has been a 

blessing as our members and friends have continued to worship 

on September Sundays outside on the front lawn. An exception 

occurred on September 13 when threatening rain activated a 

game-time change of locations to the Church House. 
 

Inevitably lower temperatures will arrive as surely as the leaves 

will change color. Rev Lang, Session, and Staff are taking  

measured and very deliberate steps now, forging the plans which 

will guide us back into the Sanctuary in the most responsible way. 

Please watch for updates and details in the coming weeks. 
 

World Communion Sunday on October 4 may have already  

happened by the time you are reading this newsletter. It held  

special significance for us as it was the first celebration of the  

sacrament since early March. Emily Johnson again graced us  

with her lovely flute performance. For those who did not attend 

on the 4
th
, please rest assured that we have adopted a wholly  

individual communion practice which eliminates the customary 

serving and close contact sharing of the elements. We will  

continue to follow this safe practice, using these small, but  

exceedingly clever individual chalices until we are in agreement 

that the threat of the pandemic is finally in our past. 
 

With the return to the 10:30AM Sunday worship schedule comes 

an exciting expansion of our vocal musicians. Our choir director, 

Kate, is joined by soprano, Megan, and tenor, Logan. This trio 

will both record music for our web site and sing for us on  

Sundays. Amy D continues to coordinate their talents with  

her own, assuring us inspiring results. While the choir and the  

congregation are not able to join in sacred singing at this time, it  

is vital for us to be able to be lifted up by these beautiful voices 

and Amy’s fine musicianship. You will not be disappointed! 


