
8 

 

 

Shared with you in Christian love 

First Presbyterian Church, Glendale                                            

155 East Fountain Avenue  

Glendale, OH  45246 
 

Phone  513-771-6195         

glenpres@fuse.net       

firstpresbyterianglendale.org 

The Reverend Jeffrey Lang 
 

worship—10:30am  

September 13, 2020-June 6, 2020 

 

worship—10:00am 

June 14, 2020-September 5, 2021 

When God crosses our paths 
 

Pastor and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “God will be constantly crossing our paths and  

canceling our plans by sending us people with claims and petitions”. Last spring, the whole world  

had plans canceled, first by Cvid-19 and then by God “sending us people with claims and petitions”. 

Some needed prayers for healing or for coping with grief. Medical staff, teachers, pastors, and others 

serving long hours needed support: meals, check-in calls, “thinking of you” cards. Parents working  

remotely while helping kids with distance-learning needed encouragement. Crucial nonprofit work  

still required donations.  
 

Pre-pandemic, you may not have realized that  

staying home or wearing a face mask could be a 

ministry. Or that sending a card expresses love in 

Jesus’ name. Or that buying takeout from a local 

restaurant can be a gift to the owners. When our 

calendars empty, God “crosses our paths” in new 

ways—both to be with us and to nudge us toward 

others (even if virtually, or 6 feet apart!).  
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Items for the 

October 

edition of this 

newsletter are  

accepted in the church office 

through 9:00AM, Monday, 

September 21, 2020.  
 

Early submissions are  

always joyfully accepted! 
 

Submitted information will be  

edited for clarity, accuracy,  

and length. 

The MESSENGER 

 

September 2020 

The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper  

will be celebrated on World Communion  

Sunday, October 4.  
 

We are researching ways in which to  

safely celebrate and will have safety 

measures in place in time for this special 

day of celebration.  
 

Whether outdoors or indoors, whether with the bread and cup we 

are used to using or something entirely different, we will joyfully  

gather around the table with God’s children around the world!  

Remember that pledge card that you received earlier this summer? 

We know this has been a very distracting year so far, but we need 

your help! Your participation in our pledge  

effort (in the amount that you are comfortable 

with) is crucial to the formation of a realistic  

operating budget for the 2020-21 fiscal year.  

So far we are way short on respondents. We 

have received 12 pledges totaling almost 

$70,000 as of August 20, 2020. Last year we 

had 23 pledges that totaled just over $120,000. 

Please assist the Finance Committee and your church by filling in 

your pledge card and sending it to us soon!  Many thanks. 

                                         resumes Sunday, September 13. We will  

                                           continue to worship outdoors* until it  

                                          becomes too cold to do so.  
 

*in the event of rain, worship moves to the Church House.  
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This Autumn we will be working through  

the short New Testament epistle of the First 

Epistle of Peter as a part of a fall sermon series 

beginning Labor Day weekend and running 

through the last Sunday of November. 
 

1 Peter was a circular letter written to Christians 

by the apostle Peter in the first century around 

the year 65 AD. Peter describes the location 

from which he wrote and circulated the letter as  

Babylon. Peter may have written from Babylon, 

or it may have been a coded reference to 

Rome.   
 

The people to whom Peter wrote were  

believers located in what is today the nation  

of Turkey. The letter begins and ends, as was 

common then and now, with a greeting and 

farewell. Between those bookends, the letter  

is an encouragement to hopeful living and a  

vibrant spirituality in spite of the beginnings of 

persecution and suffering for those first century 

Christians. For Peter, the Christian can live  

confidently in the midst of all of life’s ups and 

downs - confident because of the salvation  

accomplished and available through the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

The Book of Revelation was written to seven 

particular congregations in the first century. Yet 

its message of the conflict between good and 

evil, the working out of God’s purposes in the 

world, and the final victory of God’s grace in 

Jesus Christ are timeless and applicable in every 

era until Jesus comes again. 
 

Just so, 1 Peter, though it was written to address 

the situation in life of real Christians almost two 

thousand years ago, continues to speak to us 

today. The Holy Spirit can still take the words 

first written by Peter to first century believers in 

Asia Minor and make them living and relevant 

for us in 2020’s United States of America. 
 

Peter would have us trust and believe that in all 

of life’s circumstances, whoever you are and 

whatever challenges you may be facing, God is 

with and for you. ‘Therefore humble yourselves 

under the mighty hand of God, that He may 

exalt you in due time, casting all your cares  

upon Him, for He cares for you.’ (5:6) 

 From the Pastor’s Desk 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 
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10:00am -  
Worship 

7 
 

Church Office 
CLOSED 
in observance  
of  

8 
 

9:00am-  
Session reports 

due 

9 
 

12:30pm–  
Men’s Lunch  
@ Gold Star 

 
  6:00pm-  

 Session mtg 

10 
 

 
 
 
 

6:30pm -  
Ensemble  

          Rehearsal 

11 12 

13 
 

10:30am - 
Worship 

11:15am- 
Annual  

Meeting 

14 
 

 

15 16 17 
 

 
 
 
 

6:30pm -  
Ensemble  

          Rehearsal 

18 19 
 

 

20 
 

10:30am - 
Worship 

21 
 

. 

22 23 24 
 

 
 
 
 

6:30pm -  
Ensemble  

          Rehearsal 

25 26 

27 
 

10:30am - 
Worship 

28 
 

9:00am-  
October 

Newsletter  
Items due 

29 30    

This calendar is a living document subject 
to frequent changes. Please check the  

website (firstpresbyterianglendale.org)  
for the most accurate calendar, and  

call the church office with  
calendar updates. 
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Wednesday, September 9; 12:30pm 
 

All men are invited to  lunch at Gold Star Chili 

on Springfield Pike in Springdale.  

Good food and fellowship -  

a great way to spend your lunch hour!  

Westi and Jim B .......................... 1 

Mary G ......................................... 2 

Nancy G .................................... 13 

Margie B ................................... 16 

Ruth B ....................................... 17 

Carson C ................................... 19 

Carey C ..................................... 20 

Jaime H ..................................... 20 

Will K ....................................... 21 

Connor C .................................. 23 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Patriot Day is a United States national  

observance that honors the memory of those 

who were killed in the September 11, 2001  

attacks when planes crashed into both the 

North and South towers of the World 

Trade Center, the Pentagon, and a field in 

Stonycreek Township, Pennsylvania. The 

result of this attack was 2,977 fatalities, 

more than 25,000 injuries, partial or  

complete collapse of all other buildings in 

the World Trade Center complex, as well 

as significant damage to ten other large  

surrounding structures, and long-term health  

consequences for many, many people. 
 

Patriot Day is not a public holiday, therefore 

government offices, educational institutions, 

and businesses do not close on this day;  

however, the national flag is flown at half-mast 

on all United States government buildings and 

establishments. Individuals are also encouraged 

to display flags on their home.  
 

A moment of silence is traditionally  

observed at 8:46AM. Many organizations 

and establishments hold memorial  

ceremonies to honor the victims of 9/11. 
 

Numerous memorials have been 

constructed, including the National  

September 11 Memorial and Museum  

in New York City, the Pentagon Memorial in 

Arlington County, Virginia, and the Flight 93 

National Memorial at the Pennsylvania crash 

site.  

Did you know?  

“We must never allow September 11th to become a time for protest and division. Instead, this day must 

remain a time for promoting peace and mutual respect.”  —Archbishop Timothy Dolan 
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The Deacons offer prayer, companionship, 

rides, or meals, but don’t always know where 

care is needed. If you know of a need (your 

own or another’s), call the church office or  

any of our Deacons: Susan Armstrong,  

Susan Galbraith, Jane Johnson,  

Sonya Kirkland, Susy Spence (Moderator) 

In our thoughts and prayers …  

 Westi Brazell  

 William Breidenstein 

 Dottie and Howard Ecker 

 Sonya Kirkland 

 Eloise Manhart 

 Jackie Ohlinger 

 military and law enforcement personnel 

We extend our sympathies to the family of Sylvia  

A., who died July 2, 2020. A Service of Witness to 

the Resurrection of Sylvia was held on the church 

lawn, Monday, July 13. Interment followed at Spring 

Grove Cemetery.  

Ava Emilia, daughter of Sienna and Daniel, sister of 

Tess, and grandchild of Carol and Bill, was baptized  

during outdoor worship on Sunday, August 13.  

… to the Lang family for their work on the area 

around the church sign, for their work in the court-

yard before Sylvia Allen’s funeral, and for securing 

tents for her funeral. 
 

...to Susy S. for trimming the roses in the courtyard in 

advance of Sylvia’s funeral.  
 

… to Jane and Bob J. who assisted with securing the 

tents for Sylvia’s funeral.  
 

… to the Elders and Altar Guild for their help with  

funeral planning through clean-up.  
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S  p  o  t  l  i  g  h  t   on  M  i  s  s  i  o  n  s  

Sadly, the decision has been made to cancel 

this year’s golf outing. The health risk is simply 

too great for this event at this time. We will  

reschedule at a time when the risk is greatly  

reduced or eliminated. 

You did it! You filled 21 

Operation Christmas 

Child boxes during  

Christmas in July! Thanks  

to your efforts, children who might otherwise 

feel forgotten in this country and around the 

world will receive a box of Christmas cheer.  
 

The four remaining boxes will 

be available later this month or 

in early-October. With your 

help, we will fill 25 boxes again 

this year.  

Fill the Glendale Village Square with Food  
 

Our June Fill the Glendale Village Square with Food event went so well we’re  

doing it again; this time on Saturday, October 10! Mark your calendar and bring 

your donations of non-perishable foods (canned and boxes), paper products,  

household cleaning products, and personal care items to the area 

around the train station between the hours of 8:00AM and 2:00PM.    
 

As we accept your donations, we will be wearing masks, using hand 

sanitizer, and respecting social distancing. We will have enthusiastic 

volunteers available to accept your donations so you don’t have to 

leave the safety of your vehicle if you don’t wish to. 
 

Your Mission committee thanks you in advance for your generous donations.  
 

Cash donations gratefully accepted! Please make checks payable to  

First Presbyterian Church, Glendale and write Food on the Square  

donation in the memo line.  

Forty-six pounds of 

canned and boxed foods 

and personal care items 

were delivered to Valley Interfaith Community 

Resource Center in August. In addition, 

$107.00 was deposited in the Mission account 

from Band-A-Buck cash and check donations.  

5 

 

Transformation from needing repairs to beautiful! 
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