
8 

 

 

Shared with you in Christian love 

First Presbyterian Church, Glendale                                            

155 East Fountain Avenue  

Glendale, OH  45246 
 

Phone  513-771-6195         

glenpres@fuse.net       

firstpresbyterianglendale.org 

The Reverend Jeffrey Lang 
 

worship in the Sanctuary at 10:30am  

September 8, 2019-June 7, 2020 

 

worship in the Church House at 10:00am 

June 14, 2020-September 13, 2020 

Friendship is being with the  

other  in joy and sorrow, even  

when we cannot increase the joy  

or decrease the sorrow. It is a  

unity of souls that gives nobility 

and sincerity to love. Friendship 

makes all of life shine brightly.   

—Henry Nouwen 

Friendship is one of the greatest gifts a human 

being can receive. It is a bond beyond common 

goals, common interests, or common histories. 

It is a bond deeper  

than a shared fate can  

solidity and even  

more intimate than  

the bonds of marriage  

or community.  
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Items for the September  

edition of this newsletter are 

accepted in the church office 

through 9:00AM, Monday, 

August 24, 2020.  
 

Early submissions are  
always joyfully accepted! 

 

Submitted information will be  

edited for clarity, accuracy, and 

length. 

The MESSENGER 

 

July / August  2020 

The end of the spring season and  

the beginning of an absolutely love-

ly summer were accompanied by 

changes and protocols never seen 

before at First Presbyterian Church, 

Glendale. Masks, social distancing, and hand sanitizer have become 

the norm for our public lives and for our current ability to gather for 

worship. Not forever, certainly, but for the present time.  
 

As tedious as these precautions might be they do permit us a way, 

albeit in a reformatted fashion, to gather together once again. As  

crucial as the availability of Jeffrey’s weekly audio services have been 

for us, I believe we have also identified a palpable need to physically 

gather together as a community of faith for services of worship. 

continued on page 9 

continued on page 5 

We missed many things during the Ohio  

Stay-at-Home response to COVID-19;  

social gatherings with family and friends  

and community worship, just to name a  

few. We also missed some special offerings.  
 

We were closed when the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)  

offering is generally collected. The three PC(U.S.A.) programs  

supported by OGHS — Presbyterian Disaster Assistance,  

Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People — all 

work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. 

From initial disaster response to ongoing community development, 

their work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance,  

and hope.  
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 The only clergyman who signed the  

Declaration of Independence was Presbyterian 

John Witherspoon.  

 We will soon celebrate our nation’s 244
th
  

birthday this July 4
th
. As a Presbyterian, I look 

back with no little admiration for the role that 

our forebears played in the 

founding of our nation. 

 The British were known to  

reference without much  

admiration what they described 

as ‘the black regiment’ of  

Presbyterian preachers with 

their Genevan academic robes 

enunciating the doctrinal 

grounds from the pulpit and a 

concomitant opposition to royal tyranny. It was 

no accident that British troops during the War 

for American Independence would set fire to 

churches, or use them as stables. 

 Under no illusion about the intellectual  

currents behind the Revolution, British Prime 

Minister Harold Walpole informed his nation’s 

parliament that: “Cousin America has run off 

with a Presbyterian parson.” 

 It must certainly be acknowledged, however, 

that it was not Presbyterians alone who  

supported the American Revolution. Baptists, 

Lutherans, and Congregationalist ministers and 

members all contributed to and supported the 

move toward independence for the new nation. 

People of various religious persuasions: Jews, 

Christians, and Deists appealed to both natural 

law and divine revelation as the grounds for the 

rejection of tyranny and the establishment of a 

nation rooted in liberty under law. 

 Looking back a generation after the founding, 

John Quincy Adams observed: “The highest 

glory of the American Revolution was this:  

It connected in one indissoluble bond the  

principles of civil government with the  

principles of Christianity.”  

 Almost fully two and a half centuries ago,  

those who would be Americans threw off a  

monarchy which appealed to its bloodline as 

the justification of its right to rule other human  

beings. No longer would any free citizen be 

compelled to bow the knee to another human 

being. For the Christian, only Jesus Christ, in 

his office as King is worthy of obeisance and 

worship (Philippians 2:10). Only 

Jesus compels our exclamation 

alongside Thomas, “My Lord 

and my God!”  

 John Adams declared of  

Americans: “We Recognize No 

sovereign but God, and no King 

but Jesus!” 

 No human being, including 

King George III, was or is  

worthy of such honor. The root of worship is 

the Old English word meaning ‘worth-ship.’ 

We give our worship to the only One who is 

worthy, namely, the living and triune God. In 

rejecting British rule, America set out on an  

extended journey to live into the implications  

of the scriptures for human beings in all their 

relations. It is a journey we are still on today. 

 John Witherspoon wrote in The Dominion  

of Providence over the Passions of Men: “The 

knowledge of God and his truths have from  

the beginning of the world been chiefly, if not 

entirely confined to those parts of the earth 

where some degree of liberty and political  

justice were to be seen, and great were the  

difficulties with which they had to struggle,  

from the imperfection of human society, and 

the unjust decisions of usurped authority.”  

 The Bible’s Story fired the imagination of 

those who envisioned and framed a new nation. 

A nation released from political tyranny was 

able to seek religious flourishing for her people.  

 May we likewise continue to be guided by 

God’s revelation today. Freed by Christ from 

the tyranny of sin and death, we are likewise 

free to create a world in which each person  

has opportunity to realize God’s purpose for 

their  life.  

The Fourth of July 

 From the Pastor’s Desk 
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On June 7, 2020, we gathered in the grassy  

area near the flagpole on a sunny morning. 

Amy and Kate provided beautiful music, and 

Jeffrey offered words of hope and reassurance. 

Being together felt very good, no matter the  

format. Thirty- nine of us attended. 
 

June 14
 
gave us very different weather  

conditions and a nearly game-time decision that 

relocated us to the sanctuary, socially distanced, 

of course. Twenty- two members and friends 

gathered that day despite the rain. 
 

June 21 brought us a return to sunny, warm 

weather and services outside once more. We 

are happy to report that thirty-two people were 

in attendance. We adjusted our seating to  

accommodate the heavy construction  

equipment necessary there for the renovation 

project now active in the Sanctuary. 

Worship committee, continued from front page 

Session’s recent survey about your preferences 

about where to meet and how to meet indicated 

to us generally that more of you are comfortable 

meeting for worship outside. We will make  

every effort to do this, weather permitting, with 

the Plan B location being the Church House, 

now that the sanctuary is in active restoration 

and construction mode. The Church House 

will be ready and configured for use whenever 

necessary. 
 

Amy, Jeffrey, and Kate are already looking 

ahead to the fall, making plans for additional 

special music services, and hoping to please us 

all with their coordination of talent and wisdom.  

The work of your session goes on (also in  

varying actual and virtual forms) throughout the 

summer. Please contact session or any one of 

our professional staff with questions or  

suggestions. 

For many people, the coronavirus pandemic 

has been a test of patience — or worse.  

Medically vulnerable people face an anxious 

time of hyper-vigilance. Furloughed workers 

wait on hold or in lines for assistance. Special 

events have been canceled or rescheduled. 
 

Those not impacted directly deal with assorted 

frustrations and inconveniences. Many people 

are learning the benefit of slowing down, being 

present (even virtually) to others and practicing 

patient attention. 
 

Interestingly, scientist Isaac Newton did  

some of his best work when the plague forced  

Cambridge University to close. At home,  

the inquisitive student invented calculus and  

developed groundbreaking theories of gravity  

and optics. Later Newton called 1666 his annus 

mirabilis (“year of wonders”) and reportedly 

said, “If I have made any valuable discoveries,  

it [owes] more to patient attention than to any 

other talent.” 
 

What have you discovered during the Covid-19 

crisis? What appreciations have you developed 

for aspects of life you may have previously  

taken for granted? What has social distancing 

taught you about the value of neighbors, 

church, community volunteering? 
 

During the pandemic, what have you learned 

about persistence and God’s presence? What 

empathy do you now feel for writers of words 

such as “I wait for the LORD, my whole being 

waits, and in his word I put my hope”  

(Psalm 130:5, NIV)? 

Patient attention, valuable discoveries 
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Norman O ................................................... 1 
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Bridget F .................................................... 10 

Connor C ................................................... 10 

Barbara W ................................................. 16 

Megan H .................................................... 25 

Kate G ........................................................ 29 

Sarah H ...................................................... 29 

Wednesday, July 8; 12:30pm 
 

All men are invited to  lunch at Gold Star Chili 

on Springfield Pike in Springdale.  

Good food and fellowship -  

a great way to spend your lunch hour!  

It’s Skyline Time! 
 

All men are  to lunch at Skyline on Springfield 

Pike in Woodlawn; Wednesday, August 12. 

Lunch begins at 12:30PM.  

August 

Amy and John D ......................................... 3 

Jeffrey L ....................................................... 4 

Carol F ....................................................... 12 

Diane L ...................................................... 12 

Bob S ......................................................... 12 

Linda and Tom S ...................................... 12 
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Mary and Craig S ...................................... 17 
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Bob J .......................................................... 19 

Mike F ....................................................... 19 

Carol and Bill F ......................................... 20 

Sonya and Jerry K ..................................... 25 

Jacqueline and Richard O ........................ 26 

Sonya K ..................................................... 31 

Birthdays 
and Anniversaries 

Birthdays and 
Anniversaries 
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The Deacons offer prayer, companionship, 

rides, or meals, but don’t always know where 

care is needed. If you know of a need (your 

own or another’s), call the church office or any 

of our Deacons: Susan A, Susan G, Jane J,  

Sonya K, Susy S (Moderator) 

 

In our thoughts and prayers …  

 Sylvia A 

 William B 

 Dottie and Howard E 

 Kate G and family (Kate’s Grandmother died) 

 Sonya K 

 Eloise M 

 Jackie O 

 military and law enforcement personnel 

“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will  

either hate the one and love the other, or be  

devoted to the one and despise the other. You  

cannot serve God and wealth.”  

Matthew 6:4 

The folklore of people is filled with stories of 

fateful choices: persons finding themselves  

before two doors—one door leading to  

disaster, on to untold bliss. To avoid forks in 

the road like that Robert Frost paints in his  

famous poem which describes a crossroad  

illustrates a truth that our lives are determined 

forever by the choices we make. Week after 

week, we are offered a choice to declare  

ourselves to others and to our God, as to whom 

we belong—the small god Mammon or the great 

God whom Jesus called Abba, Father. Choose 

wisely. Give to God that which God is due of 

the first fruits of your wealth.  

a volunteer to care for the area around our 

church sign.  
 

This small but regular job means applying 

Preen and mulching in the spring, keeping tree 

seedlings from sprouting in the lily grass already 

planted there, and watching for random weeds 

throughout the season. No planting is required 

and mulch is provided.  
 

Call or email Susy S for details.  

(513.543.4092 or susybskt@cinci.rr.com) 
 

The tidiness of our sign  

is much of how the community sees us!  
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S  p  o  t  l  i  g  h  t      

 

                  to all who helped and donated to  

               our 10th annual Fill the Glendale  
Village Square with Food event on Saturday, 

June 6.  
 

The total value of food, personal care items, 

and monetary donations was well over 

$5,000.00—a record for this event!  
 

Monetary donations alone totaled over 

$2,800.00—another record!  
 

We filled the Princeton Closet SUV with food 

and personal care items, and the large Valley  

Interfaith Community Resource Center (VICRC) 

van was over half full when we returned it to 

them.  
 

We will also share the monetary contributions 

with the Princeton Closet and VICRC.  

Glendale Directory Update 
 

The 2020-2021 directory is now available at all 

designated locations—A Village Gift Shop,  

Bluebird Bakery, Gehring Pharmacy, Glendale 

Florists, Glendale Barber Shop, Glendale  

Heritage Preservation Depot, and the Glendale 

Village Office. The cost is $10.00 each and  

benefits our church Mission outreach programs.  

The Mission committee wishes to express a  

special thank you to Dave C and Lexi H.  
 

Dave puts his special skills 

to work organizing Fill the 

Glendale Village Square 

with Food every year. He 

certainly knows how to get 

it done successfully!  
 

Lexi, grand-daughter of Bob and Jane S., 

worked hard all day and was especially helpful 

when it came time to load the vans.  

 
 

to Susan A  

and Dave C 

for their work on the directory!  
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 on  M  i  s  s  i  o  n  s  

We heard how much fun you had filling  

Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes last  

year so we’re doing it again this year!  
 

You may pick up a shoeboxes, label, and gift 

suggestion sheet in the hallway outside the 

church office on Sundays July 12 and 19.  

Follow the instruction signs on the windows and 

return your box on or before Sunday, July 26.  

You filled 25 boxes last year. Will we do it 

again this year?  
 

Watch for more details in 

the weekly worship bulletin 

and Thursday e-blast, or 

contact Tom Shevlin or the 

church office.  

24th Annual Golf Outing 
Saturday, September 19 
 

It’s never too early to sign up  

for the Golf Outing in memory of  

our friend Tom Allen. Our non-golfing  

members and friends are invited to the awards 

and refreshments afterwards. More to come on 

this fun fellowship event.  

We were also closed when the Archibald Fund, 

created in honor of former pastor Rev. Bruce 

Archibald, would have been collected. This  

offering is always donated to a local military  

organization in Rev. Archibald’s name.  
 

It’s now time to consider the Back-to-School 

needs of students in the Village of Glendale. 

Backpacks, paper, pencils, markers, crayons … 

and the list goes on and on. Rather than asking 

you to provide these items, we ask for monetary 

donations to purchase them. We’ll watch for 

sales so we get the most bang for the bucks you 

give to this endeavor.  
 

If you would like to contribute to any of these  

offerings, please clearly mark your check or 

cash donation with the name of the offering  

you are contributing to — One Great Hour of 

Sharing, the Archibald Fund, and/or Back-to-

School — so your donation is directed to the 

proper place.  
 

Your Mission committee thanks you in  

advance for your contributions. The needs of  

the peoples of this great nation and around the 

world are great. Won’t you consider donating 

to these causes? No amount is too large or too  

small; God will use them all.  

Spotlight on Missions, continued from front page 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

5 
 

10am– Worship 

6 
 

9am- Session  
reports due 

 

3pm– Mission  
committee 

meeting 

7 8 
 

12:30pm–  
Men’s Lunch  
@ Gold Star 

 

 

9 10 11 
 

 

12 
 

10am– Worship 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 
 

10am– Worship 

20 
 

10am– Deacons  
meeting   

 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 
 

10am– Worship 

27 28 29 30 31  

This calendar is a living, breathing document subject to  
frequent changes. Please check the calendar on the church  
website (firstpresbyterianglendale.org) for the most accurate  
calendar, and call the church office with calendar updates. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
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3pm– Mission  
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4 5 6 7 8 
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24 
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10am– Worship 

31      
This calendar is a living, breathing document subject to  
frequent changes. Please check the calendar on the church  
website (firstpresbyterianglendale.org) for the most accurate  
calendar, and call the church office with calendar updates. 

8



2 

 

 The only clergyman who signed the  

Declaration of Independence was Presbyterian 

John Witherspoon.  

 We will soon celebrate our nation’s 244
th
  

birthday this July 4
th
. As a Presbyterian, I look 

back with no little admiration for the role that 

our forebears played in the 

founding of our nation. 

 The British were known to  

reference without much  

admiration what they described 

as ‘the black regiment’ of  

Presbyterian preachers with 

their Genevan academic robes 

enunciating the doctrinal 

grounds from the pulpit and a 

concomitant opposition to royal tyranny. It was 

no accident that British troops during the War 

for American Independence would set fire to 

churches, or use them as stables. 

 Under no illusion about the intellectual  

currents behind the Revolution, British Prime 

Minister Harold Walpole informed his nation’s 

parliament that: “Cousin America has run off 

with a Presbyterian parson.” 

 It must certainly be acknowledged, however, 

that it was not Presbyterians alone who  

supported the American Revolution. Baptists, 

Lutherans, and Congregationalist ministers and 

members all contributed to and supported the 

move toward independence for the new nation. 

People of various religious persuasions: Jews, 

Christians, and Deists appealed to both natural 

law and divine revelation as the grounds for the 

rejection of tyranny and the establishment of a 

nation rooted in liberty under law. 

 Looking back a generation after the founding, 

John Quincy Adams observed: “The highest 

glory of the American Revolution was this:  

It connected in one indissoluble bond the  

principles of civil government with the  

principles of Christianity.”  

 Almost fully two and a half centuries ago,  

those who would be Americans threw off a  

monarchy which appealed to its bloodline as 

the justification of its right to rule other human  

beings. No longer would any free citizen be 

compelled to bow the knee to another human 

being. For the Christian, only Jesus Christ, in 

his office as King is worthy of obeisance and 

worship (Philippians 2:10). Only 

Jesus compels our exclamation 

alongside Thomas, “My Lord 

and my God!”  

 John Adams declared of  

Americans: “We Recognize No 

sovereign but God, and no King 

but Jesus!” 

 No human being, including 

King George III, was or is  

worthy of such honor. The root of worship is 

the Old English word meaning ‘worth-ship.’ 

We give our worship to the only One who is 

worthy, namely, the living and triune God. In 

rejecting British rule, America set out on an  

extended journey to live into the implications  

of the scriptures for human beings in all their 

relations. It is a journey we are still on today. 

 John Witherspoon wrote in The Dominion  

of Providence over the Passions of Men: “The 

knowledge of God and his truths have from  

the beginning of the world been chiefly, if not 

entirely confined to those parts of the earth 

where some degree of liberty and political  

justice were to be seen, and great were the  

difficulties with which they had to struggle,  

from the imperfection of human society, and 

the unjust decisions of usurped authority.”  

 The Bible’s Story fired the imagination of 

those who envisioned and framed a new nation. 

A nation released from political tyranny was 

able to seek religious flourishing for her people.  

 May we likewise continue to be guided by 

God’s revelation today. Freed by Christ from 

the tyranny of sin and death, we are likewise 

free to create a world in which each person  

has opportunity to realize God’s purpose for 

their  life.  

The Fourth of July 

 From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

7 

 

9 

On June 7, 2020, we gathered in the grassy  

area near the flagpole on a sunny morning. 

Amy and Kate provided beautiful music, and 

Jeffrey offered words of hope and reassurance. 

Being together felt very good, no matter the  

format. Thirty- nine of us attended. 
 

June 14
 
gave us very different weather  

conditions and a nearly game-time decision that 

relocated us to the sanctuary, socially distanced, 

of course. Twenty- two members and friends 

gathered that day despite the rain. 
 

June 21 brought us a return to sunny, warm 

weather and services outside once more. We 

are happy to report that thirty-two people were 

in attendance. We adjusted our seating to  

accommodate the heavy construction  

equipment necessary there for the renovation 

project now active in the Sanctuary. 

Worship committee, continued from front page 

Session’s recent survey about your preferences 

about where to meet and how to meet indicated 

to us generally that more of you are comfortable 

meeting for worship outside. We will make  

every effort to do this, weather permitting, with 

the Plan B location being the Church House, 

now that the sanctuary is in active restoration 

and construction mode. The Church House 

will be ready and configured for use whenever 

necessary. 
 

Amy, Jeffrey, and Kate are already looking 

ahead to the fall, making plans for additional 

special music services, and hoping to please us 

all with their coordination of talent and wisdom.  

The work of your session goes on (also in  

varying actual and virtual forms) throughout the 

summer. Please contact session or any one of 

our professional staff with questions or  

suggestions. 

For many people, the coronavirus pandemic 

has been a test of patience — or worse.  

Medically vulnerable people face an anxious 

time of hyper-vigilance. Furloughed workers 

wait on hold or in lines for assistance. Special 

events have been canceled or rescheduled. 
 

Those not impacted directly deal with assorted 

frustrations and inconveniences. Many people 

are learning the benefit of slowing down, being 

present (even virtually) to others and practicing 

patient attention. 
 

Interestingly, scientist Isaac Newton did  

some of his best work when the plague forced  

Cambridge University to close. At home,  

the inquisitive student invented calculus and  

developed groundbreaking theories of gravity  

and optics. Later Newton called 1666 his annus 

mirabilis (“year of wonders”) and reportedly 

said, “If I have made any valuable discoveries,  

it [owes] more to patient attention than to any 

other talent.” 
 

What have you discovered during the Covid-19 

crisis? What appreciations have you developed 

for aspects of life you may have previously  

taken for granted? What has social distancing 

taught you about the value of neighbors, 

church, community volunteering? 
 

During the pandemic, what have you learned 

about persistence and God’s presence? What 

empathy do you now feel for writers of words 

such as “I wait for the LORD, my whole being 

waits, and in his word I put my hope”  

(Psalm 130:5, NIV)? 

Patient attention, valuable discoveries 
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Shared with you in Christian love 

First Presbyterian Church, Glendale                                            

155 East Fountain Avenue  

Glendale, OH  45246 
 

Phone  513-771-6195         

glenpres@fuse.net       

firstpresbyterianglendale.org 

The Reverend Jeffrey Lang 
 

worship in the Sanctuary at 10:30am  

September 8, 2019-June 7, 2020 

 

worship in the Church House at 10:00am 

June 14, 2020-September 13, 2020 

Friendship is being with the  

other  in joy and sorrow, even  

when we cannot increase the joy  

or decrease the sorrow. It is a  

unity of souls that gives nobility 

and sincerity to love. Friendship 

makes all of life shine brightly.   

—Henry Nouwen 

Friendship is one of the greatest gifts a human 

being can receive. It is a bond beyond common 

goals, common interests, or common histories. 

It is a bond deeper  

than a shared fate can  

solidity and even  

more intimate than  

the bonds of marriage  

or community.  

  

 

Staff 
 
 

The Rev. Jeffrey Lang  
 

Amy  
Director of Music and Organist                        
 

Kate  
Choir Director                           
 

Deborah                  
Administrative Assistant    
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July Calendar ......................... 7 

Spotlight on Missions ..... 4 & 5 

Items for the September  

edition of this newsletter are 

accepted in the church office 

through 9:00AM, Monday, 

August 24, 2020.  
 

Early submissions are  
always joyfully accepted! 

 

Submitted information will be  

edited for clarity, accuracy, and 

length. 

The MESSENGER 

 

July / August  2020 

The end of the spring season and  

the beginning of an absolutely love-

ly summer were accompanied by 

changes and protocols never seen 

before at First Presbyterian Church, 

Glendale. Masks, social distancing, and hand sanitizer have become 

the norm for our public lives and for our current ability to gather for 

worship. Not forever, certainly, but for the present time.  
 

As tedious as these precautions might be they do permit us a way, 

albeit in a reformatted fashion, to gather together once again. As  

crucial as the availability of Jeffrey’s weekly audio services have been 

for us, I believe we have also identified a palpable need to physically 

gather together as a community of faith for services of worship. 

continued on page 9 

continued on page 5 

We missed many things during the Ohio  

Stay-at-Home response to COVID-19;  

social gatherings with family and friends  

and community worship, just to name a  

few. We also missed some special offerings.  
 

We were closed when the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)  

offering is generally collected. The three PC(U.S.A.) programs  

supported by OGHS — Presbyterian Disaster Assistance,  

Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People — all 

work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. 

From initial disaster response to ongoing community development, 

their work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance,  

and hope.  
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