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Phone  513-771-6195         
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firstpresbyterianglendale.org 

The Reverend Jeffrey Lang 
 

 

A Prayer for Memorial Day  
 

We remember, O Lord, all those people 

throughout the years who have made the 

supreme sacrifice for our country, for  

liberty, for us.  
 

Whenever we breathe the air of freedom 

or claim the right to justice or enjoy the 

privilege of worship, fill us with gratitude 

for those who selflessly gave the last full 

measure of devotion — their very lives — 

for our benefit. 

 

May these brave men and women now know the joy of 

eternity and your presence. And may the families of the 

fallen receive comfort and peace amid their grief. Help  

us as we minister to their needs. Through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen.  
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Items for the June edition  

of this newsletter are accepted  

in the church office through 

9:00AM, Monday, May 18.  
 

Early submissions are always  
joyfully accepted! 

 

Submitted information will be  

edited for clarity, accuracy, and 

length. 

        The MESSENGER 
 

May  2020 

Sunday, May 31 

Sunday, May 10 

In order to ensure the safety and health of all of our members 

and guests, the session anticipates that the church will remain 

closed for all activities into May pending revised social  

distancing guidelines issued by state and federal officials. 

Please check out the church website at:  

firstpresbyterianglendale.org  

for weekly sermons and music, as well as the private  

Facebook group for members of our congregation. 
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The past six weeks have been for many an  

occasion for reflection. Social distancing  

guidelines have found some people working 

from home, or at home without work. The  

impact of the covid-19 virus has variously been 

the cause of hardship and anxiety for some,  

and an opportunity for more family time or  

renewed connections for others. 
 

The history of religion includes the human 

search for the purposes of God in human 

events. The question is posed by the  

experience of the world around us: Where  

is God in history and in our individual lives? 
 

We wonder - How might God be at work in 

events both positive and negative? A global  

pandemic has turned us inward, as we practice 

social distancing, as well as elicited compassion 

and concern for others, especially those  

vulnerable to illness and others who work in 

essential tasks outside their homes. 
 

Perhaps now is a time to practice the spiritual 

discipline of mindfulness and listening. 
 

The prophet Elijah in the Hebrew scriptures 

was in hiding from his enemies and despairing. 

He was looking for God’s activity, listening for a 

message from the Divine. 

 

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain 
before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass 

by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that 
it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in 

pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in 
the wind; and after the wind an earthquake,  

but the Lord was not in the earthquake;  and 

after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not 
in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer 

silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his 
face in his mantle and went out and stood at the 

entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice 
to him that said, “What are you doing here,  

Elijah?” (1 Kings 19:11-13) 
 

Maybe we will not necessarily discover God’s 

presence and activity in the big events of life, 

but in moments of stillness, in the emptiness  

or sense of absence we might on occasion  

feel during this unique moment in history.  

It was not in wind, earthquake, or fire, but  

in the ‘sound of sheer silence’ that God was  

discovered by the prophet. And when Elijah 

heard what some translations call, ‘a still small 

voice’ the question was: ‘What are you doing 

here?’ 
 

The story of Elijah reminds us that it may be 

out of silence, as we listen to a still small voice, 

in the midst of the tumult and confusion of life, 

that we will discover God at work in our world 

and lives. 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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The Deacons offer prayer, companionship, 

rides, or meals, but don’t always know where 

care is needed. If you know of a need (your 

own or another’s), call the church office or any 

of our Deacons: Susan A, Susan G,  Jane J,  

Sonya K, Susy S (Moderator) 

 

In our thoughts and prayers …  

 Sylvia A. 

 William B. 

 Dottie and Howard E. 

 Sonya K. 

 Eloise M. 

 Jackie O. 

 military and law enforcement personnel 

 Michael and his mother, Christine 

When will we be able to go back to church like 

normal on Sunday? Many of us have been 

asking this question silently or to others for  

a number of weeks now. The Presbytery of  

Cincinnati recently addressed this concern in 

the publication, The Cincinnati Sampler,  

stating: 
 

“We’re clearly in evolving situations. Final  

governor guidance on the stages of re-opening 

have not been issued, and while churches were 

never deemed essential or non-essential….  

…the Presbytery strongly urges all congregations 

to continue virtual worship and church  

activities until the Health Department and  

Governor of your respective states, and the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention lift 

gathering size and social distancing restrictions 

currently in place, particularly for faith-based 

organizations.”  

This is our pathway forward at the time of this 

writing. By the time you are reading this article 

we hope the restrictions have been revised  

and loosened. 
 

Session is closely watching for what is relevant 

for our own congregation. We want to worship 

together again just as soon as we have the  

access to updated and focused guidelines to do 

so safely. 
 

For now, we encourage you to explore the  

audio sermons that can easily be found on  

our church web page, if you have not already 

done so. These are comforting and personal 

extensions from the sanctuary to your home. 

You will be treated to fine organ music  

provided by Amy Duke and a short sermon 

message from Reverend Lang. There are also 

some surprises in store for listeners, including 

Kate Gardin’s lovely, soaring voice as well as  

a solo from Jeffrey Lang.  
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Our Church Bell... 

Stills rings each Sunday Morning 

Calls all to listen to Sermons, Song, and Prayer 

Calls all to sit in their favorite pew, so tidy and neat 

Calls all to Greet their Neighbor, oh, What a Treat  

Knows we are away – we must be safe 

Knows our hearts yearn to return, each Sunday morn 

Knows we want to be free from disease and scares 

Knows we want to worship, receive God’s Love and Care!  

The author of this poem and the photographer are one in the same—our own Peter G. 

Thank you, Peter, for capturing the yearning of our hearts and the beauty of our church.  
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Update ... 
 

One hundred forty-three 

guests were served—the  

most ever! Thank you to everyone who came 

out to enjoy good food, fellowship, and fun 

while supporting this fund raising event!  
 

We had a great day, a great menu, great music 

by Mark, and great help to ‘make it happen’.  
 

To ‘top it off’, we made $748.50 in profit!  

This will give our Mission committee additional 

funds to help some through these difficult 

times.  
 

Again, thanks to all!  

At the present time,  

a workday is not 

planned due to the  

Social Distance  

Requirements. Church 

members, working  

independently in the past, have accomplished 

many tasks. Their time and effort has been 

greatly appreciated. If you would like to devote 

an hour or more working around the church  

property, please contact Peter G. 

Buildings and  

Grounds Committee 

Joseph C. ..................................................... 2 

Peter G. ....................................................... 2 

Lee A. and Norman O. .............................. 3 

Craig W. ...................................................... 7 

Michael B. ................................................. 14 

Robert H. .................................................. 15 

Marianna and Matt B. ............................... 16 

Phoebe L. .................................................. 17 

Jerry K. ...................................................... 18 

Linda S. ..................................................... 20 

Kimberley L. ............................................. 22 

Matt B. ....................................................... 26 

 

All church events are canceled until  

gathering size and social distancing  

restrictions are lifted. This includes, 

but is not limited to …  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The exception to these cancelations is 

the virtual Session meeting Wednesday, 

May 13.  
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