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An anecdote has made  

the rounds over the years:  

A pastor was building a 

wooden trellis to support  

a climbing vine. As the  

clergyman pounded away,  

he noticed a young boy  

watching him. The youngster didn't say any-

thing, so the pastor kept on working, assuming 

the spectator would leave. But, the boy re-

mained, silently observing. 
 

Finally, the pastor asked, "Well, son, are you 

trying to pick up some pointers on gardening?" 
 

"No," he replied, "I'm just waiting to hear what a 

preacher says when he hits his thumb with a 

hammer." 
 

We’re pretty well into springtime now. The  

season for planting flowers and putting in  

gardens is upon us. Many devotional writers 

over the years have pulled on the ready at hand 

imagery of gardens and gardening as an analog 

for the spiritual life. 
 

The Bible uses garden imagery on more than 

one occasion. 
 

Humanity was created to tend the garden of 

creation. Genesis 2:8, records: Then the LORD 

God planted a garden in Eden in the east, and 

there he placed the man he had made.  
 

The prophets used productive gardens are used 

as symbols of peace and prosperity. The proph-

et Isaiah declared: The LORD will comfort  

Israel again and have pity on her ruins. Her  

desert will blossom like Eden, her barren  

wilderness like the garden of the LORD. Joy and 

gladness will be found there. Songs of thanks-

giving will fill the air. Isaiah 51:3 
 

Jeremiah wrote: They will come home and sing 

songs of joy on the heights of Jerusalem. They  

will be radiant because of the 

LORD’s good  gifts— the abun-

dant crops of grain, new wine, 

and olive oil, and the healthy 

flocks and herds. Their life will 

be like a watered garden, and 

all their sorrows will be gone.  

Jeremiah 31:12 
 

On other occasions, a garden  

afflicted with pests and disease 

 was a symbol of judgment. Amos 4:9 reads: “I 
struck you with blight and  mildew; your many 

gardens and your vineyards, your fig trees and 
your olive trees the locust devoured; yet you did 

not return to me,” declares the LORD. 
 

Sura Lama Das writes in Awakening to the  

Sacred: “People who spend a great deal of  

time in their gardens attest to the natural mind-

fulness that gardening requires. What could be 

more naturally mindful than weeding? It  

requires a great deal of sustained attention. 

Weeds need to be taken up with care: Pull  

too hard, and the weed breaks in your fingers, 

leaving the root to grow and spread. Different 

weeds need different techniques and, some-

times, tools. When we weed our gardens, we 

have to pay attention to where and how we walk 

and bend. Move too far in one direction or  

another, and we'll squash growing things.” 
 

Whether we are tending a flower bed or  

vegetable garden, a few potted tomato plants  

on a patio, or simply a lawn, tending to living 

things, to plants and flowers, encourages a sort 

of mindfulness. You may or may not actively be 

involved with a garden. Even if one is only able 

to observe the work of others, that can be a  

discipline, a spiritual practice, providing the  

lessons a garden brings. 
 

May Sarton suggests: “Everything that slows us 

down and forces patience, everything that sets 

us back into the slow circles of nature, is a help. 

Gardening is an instrument of grace.” 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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This calendar is a living document  
subject to frequent changes.  

 

Check the website for the most accurate calendar.  
(firstpresbyterianglendale.org) 

 

Please call the church office with calendar updates.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 

 

 

10:30AM-  

Worship 

3 
 

   

4 5 6 
 

6:30PM- 

Ensemble 

Rehearsal 

7 8 

9 
 

10:30AM-  

Worship 

10 
 

  9:00AM-  

Session  

reports due 

11 12 
 

6:00PM-  

Session  

Meeting 
(Courtyard) 

13 
 

6:30PM- 

Ensemble 

Rehearsal 

14 15 

16 
 

10:30AM-  

Worship 
 

Food Offering 

17 18 19 20 
 

6:30PM- 

Ensemble 

Rehearsal 

21 22 

23 
 

10:30AM-  

Worship 

24 
 

  9:00AM- 

June 

newsletter 

items due 

25 26 27 
 

6:30PM- 

Ensemble 

Rehearsal 

28 29 

30 
 

10:30AM-  

Worship 

31 
 

 

 

 

 

Church Office  

Closed 

     

This calendar is a living document subject to frequent changes.  
 

Check the website for the most accurate calendar.  
(firstpresbyterianglendale.org)  

 

Please call the church office with calendar updates.  

May      
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Hallelujah! Praise the Lord!  

We’re gathering for a  

Fellowship Dinner!  
 

The Good Lord willing and 

Hamilton County doesn’t turn 

purple on the Ohio Covid map, 

we will gather to share good 

food and fellowship at The 

Meritage from 6:00pm-8:00pm, 

Wednesday, June 16.  
 

Please follow Covid protocols 

in place at that time as we once again gather to 

share a meal with friends.  

Are you ready for some football?  
 

(Oops! Wrong season.) 
 

Are you ready for  

the Men’s Lunch to resume?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Men, mark your calendar for Wednesday,  

June 9, and gather at Gold Star in Springdale  

for lunch and fellowship beginning at 12:30PM.  
 

We’ll follow Covid guidelines by wearing face 

coverings at all time, except while eating, and 

respecting social distancing.  

Joseph C ......................................................... 2 

Peter G ........................................................... 2 

Lee Aand Norman O .................................... 3 

Craig W .......................................................... 7 

Michael B ..................................................... 14 

Robert H ...................................................... 15 

Marianna and Matt B ................................... 16 

Phoebe L ...................................................... 17 

Jerry K .......................................................... 18 

Linda S ......................................................... 20 

Kimberley L ................................................. 22 

Matt B ........................................................... 26 

 

May      
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The Deacons offer prayer, companionship, 

rides, or meals, but don’t always know where 

care is needed. If you know of a need (your 

own or another’s), call the church office or any 

of our Deacons: Susan A, Marianna B, Jane J, 

and Susy S serving as Moderator. 

 

William B 

Levi C 

Dottie and Howard E 

Fern E 

Jacquie O 

5 

As you know by now, the massive Brood X  

appearance in our neighborhoods will occur 

sometime in May. Some of us dread it, others 

find it mildly inconvenient and there are even 

others who look forward to it from a scientific 

standpoint. 
 

Regardless of our personal views the cicadas 

will be greatly influencing our ability to conduct 

Sunday worship services outside on the front 

lawn this spring. Session has agreed that we 

will need to do a week by week assessment  

of the level of activity and the accompanying 

“nuisance factor,” for lack of a better term. 
 

When it is more appropriate to gather indoors 

we will do so, observing our mask and distanc-

ing protocols just as we have been doing. Like-

wise, when we see the proverbial light at the end 

of the tunnel we will meet again on the front 

lawn of the church.  
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Fill the Glendale Village Square  

with Food 
 

Saturday, June 12     8:00AM-2:00PM 
 

Drop off your donations next to the Train  

Depot in the Village Square.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canned foods—fruit, vegetables, soup, tuna,  

 chicken, peanut butter, jelly …  

Boxed foods—cereal, pasta, mac-n-cheese, 

 crackers, rice, noodles … 

Personal hygiene—liquid bath soap, shampoo,  

 toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, shaving  

 cream 

Household cleaning—dish detergent, floor  

 cleaner, laundry detergent 

Paper products—bathroom tissue, paper towels,  

 napkins, facial tissue …  
 

At the close of this event, your donations will 

be shared with Valley Interfaith Community 

Resource Center and Princeton Closet.  
 

Don’t have time to park? Helpers will be on 

hand to gratefully accept your drive-through  

donations. Don’t like to shop? Cash or checks 

are gladly accepted. Not available on June 12? 

You can drop off donations at the church any 

time and we will see that they are added to our 

collection on the Square.  
 

This event generally totals over $5,000.00 in 

food, personal care items, paper products, 

cleaning products, cash or checks.  
 

Mark Brueggeman will share his musical gifts 

on this special day.  
 

Believe it or not, this is our 11th year  

for this Mission Outreach event.  

Let’s make it a great one! 

24th Annual Golf Outing 
Saturday, September 18 
 

Details will be provided  

closer to the event.  

Your generosity provided 87 pounds of food 

and personal care items to Valley Interfaith  

Community Resource  

Center, in April.  
 

Band-a-buck donations  

totaled $117.00.  
 

Instead of our normal June  

Food Offering, we will use 

our Saturday, June 12 Fill 

the Glendale Village Square 

with Food for both events.  
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A prayer for Memorial Day 
 

We remember, O Lord, all those people through-

out the years who have made the supreme sacrifice 

for our country, for liberty, for us. Whenever we 

breath the air of freedom or claim the right to  

justice or enjoy the privilege of worship, fill us with 

gratitude for those who selflessly gave the last full 

measure of devotion—their very lives—for our  

benefit.  
 

May these brave men and women now know the 

joy of eternity and your presence. And may the 

families of the fallen receive comfort and peace 

amid their grief. Help us as we minister to their 

needs. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

To the Moms Who Are 
 

To the Moms who are struggling,  

 to those filled with incandescent joy. 

To the Moms who are remembering children who have died,  

 and pregnancies that miscarried. 

To the Moms who decided other parents were the best choice for their babies,  

 to the Moms who adopted those kids and loved them fierce. 

To those experiencing frustration or desperation in infertility. 

To those who knew they never wanted kids,  

 and the ways they have contributed to our shared world. 

To those who mothered colleagues, mentees, neighborhood kids,  

 and anyone who needed it. 

To those remembering Moms no longer with us. 

To those moving forward from Moms who did not show love,  

 or hurt those they should have cared for. 

Today is a day to honor the unyielding love and  care for others we call 'Motherhood,'  

 wherever we have found it and in whatever ways we have found to cultivate it within ourselves. 
 

—Hannah Kardon,  
Pastor at Elston Avenue United Methodist Church 

It is the Soldier 
 

It is the Soldier, not the minister  

Who has given us freedom of religion.  
 

It is the Soldier, not the reporter 

Who has given us freedom of press.  
 

It is the Soldier, not the poet 

Who has given us freedom of speech.  
 

It is the Soldier, not the lawyer  

Who has given us the right to a fair trial.  
 

It is the Soldier, not the politician  

Who has given us the right to vote.  
 

It is the Soldier who salutes the flag,  

Who serves beneath the flag,  

And whose coffin is draped by the flag,  

Who allows the protester to burn the flag.  
 

—Charles M. Province 
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An anecdote has made  

the rounds over the years:  

A pastor was building a 

wooden trellis to support  

a climbing vine. As the  

clergyman pounded away,  

he noticed a young boy  

watching him. The youngster didn't say any-

thing, so the pastor kept on working, assuming 

the spectator would leave. But, the boy re-

mained, silently observing. 
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"No," he replied, "I'm just waiting to hear what a 

preacher says when he hits his thumb with a 

hammer." 
 

We’re pretty well into springtime now. The  

season for planting flowers and putting in  

gardens is upon us. Many devotional writers 
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Humanity was created to tend the garden of 

creation. Genesis 2:8, records: Then the LORD 

God planted a garden in Eden in the east, and 

there he placed the man he had made.  
 

The prophets used productive gardens are used 

as symbols of peace and prosperity. The proph-

et Isaiah declared: The LORD will comfort  

Israel again and have pity on her ruins. Her  

desert will blossom like Eden, her barren  

wilderness like the garden of the LORD. Joy and 

gladness will be found there. Songs of thanks-

giving will fill the air. Isaiah 51:3 
 

Jeremiah wrote: They will come home and sing 

songs of joy on the heights of Jerusalem. They  

will be radiant because of the 

LORD’s good  gifts— the abun-

dant crops of grain, new wine, 

and olive oil, and the healthy 

flocks and herds. Their life will 

be like a watered garden, and 

all their sorrows will be gone.  

Jeremiah 31:12 
 

On other occasions, a garden  

afflicted with pests and disease 

 was a symbol of judgment. Amos 4:9 reads: “I 
struck you with blight and  mildew; your many 

gardens and your vineyards, your fig trees and 
your olive trees the locust devoured; yet you did 

not return to me,” declares the LORD. 
 

Sura Lama Das writes in Awakening to the  

Sacred: “People who spend a great deal of  

time in their gardens attest to the natural mind-

fulness that gardening requires. What could be 

more naturally mindful than weeding? It  

requires a great deal of sustained attention. 

Weeds need to be taken up with care: Pull  

too hard, and the weed breaks in your fingers, 

leaving the root to grow and spread. Different 

weeds need different techniques and, some-

times, tools. When we weed our gardens, we 

have to pay attention to where and how we walk 

and bend. Move too far in one direction or  

another, and we'll squash growing things.” 
 

Whether we are tending a flower bed or  

vegetable garden, a few potted tomato plants  

on a patio, or simply a lawn, tending to living 

things, to plants and flowers, encourages a sort 

of mindfulness. You may or may not actively be 

involved with a garden. Even if one is only able 

to observe the work of others, that can be a  

discipline, a spiritual practice, providing the  

lessons a garden brings. 
 

May Sarton suggests: “Everything that slows us 

down and forces patience, everything that sets 

us back into the slow circles of nature, is a help. 

Gardening is an instrument of grace.” 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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